
Intensive Grazing Pasture Walks 
Thursday, June 9, 2005 
 
 This tour day is divided into two sessions.  Feel free to attend either or both. 
 
10:30 a.m. - Pasture Walk - Established rotational grazing operation-  

The tour starts at the Paul Kilgus farm, south of Fairbury, (21471 E. 670 North Road) to view a dairy 
farm that utilizes a rotational grazing system for dairy cows. Mike Hutjens, U of I Extension Dairy 
Specialist, Dave Seibert, U of I Extension Livestock Specialist, Jim Morrison, Extension Crops Educator, 
and Jay Solomon, Extension Engineer will discuss how this system can work for the beef or dairy 
producer.  Topics will include: species selection and diversity, forage establishment/re-establishment, 
paddock design and layout, water systems, forage utilization, and how rotational grazing works. 

 
12:30 p.m. - Meal - 

For those that are interested in talking to one of the presenters for more information, they will be available 
at this time. 

 
The second tour segment is at Terry and Kris Bachtold’s Farm, 4 miles south of Forrest on Route 47, 
turn left at 400 N Road, then go 3 miles east to the farm, 29492 E. 400 N. Road. 
 
3:30 p.m. - Well Sealing Demonstration  

Sealing an abandoned well is an easy practice to do in protecting our ground water. There are cost share 
monies available to seal wells. Donnie Simmons, Livingston County Public Health Department, will 
present this demonstration and answer any questions on protecting our ground water. 
 

4:00 p.m. - Nitrogen Utilization Plot - 
This plot is set up for various N rates based on soil productivity using the Veris machine, rate based on 
organic N in the soil, and rate based on using the U of I rate. Soil Quality is important in maximizing 
yields. Roger Windhorn, NRCS Soil Scientist, will discuss what soil quality actually consists of. 

 
5:00 p.m. – Meal 
 
6:00 p.m. - EQIP Program, Wildlife Habitat, and Establishing a Rotational Grazing System - 

This program can provide cost-share monies to producers to improve environmental quality concerns. 
Eric Gerth, NRCS District Conservationist for Livingston County will explain the program. One of the 
practices in EQIP is the setting up of a rotational grazing system. You can see fence installation, setting 
up the grazing paddocks, and hear about the benefits of rotational grazing. Jay Solomon of U of I 
Extension will discuss grazing systems and how to design them.  Orlan Miller will discuss rotational 
grazing in his beef operation. 
 

 To reserve your place at this meeting, please call Marion Shier at 815-844-3622 or Terry Bachtold at 815-
844-6172 Ext. 3. 
 

We hope that you and your family can join us for all of the demonstrations and discussions.  A meal will 
be provided at 12:30 p.m. and again at 5:00 for the second tour.  The Livingston County SWCD, NRCS, and 
University of Illinois Extension Livingston County Unit are sponsoring this program.   
 
"If you need reasonable accommodation to participate in any Livingston County Extension program, please 
contact the Livingston County Extension Office at 815-844-3622." 
 


